Definition of Developmental Disability

A "developmental disability" means a severe and ongoing disability of an individual that is: 

A. Caused by a mental or physical impairment or combination of mental and physical impairments;
B.  Present before the individual attains age 22;

C.  Likely to affect them all their life;

D.  A disability that limits the individual’s ability to do three (3) or more of the following areas of major life activity:

· taking care of himself/herself;

· speaking and understanding language; 

· learning; 

· moving around on their own; 

· directing their own life; 

· living independently; or 

· earning money and supporting himself/herself financially; and


E. A disability that creates a need for a combination of specialized support services or other forms of help which the individual will need their whole life or for a long time; and services that are individually planned and coordinated.
There are about 22,000 adults in Idaho with a developmental disability.
