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AMCHP Mission and Vision

AMCHP envisions a nation that values and invests in the 
health and wellbeing of all women, children, youth, 
families, and communities so that they may thrive.

AMCHP leads and supports 
programs nationally to 
protect and promote the 
optimal health of women, 
children, youth, families,
and communities.







Family & Youth Engagement

Workforce Development & Capacity Building

Evidence & Implementation

Health Systems Transformation

Women’s & Infant Health
Child & Adolescent 

Health

Equity, Epidemiology & 
Evaluation



The MCH Services Block Grant (Title V 
of the Social Security Act of 1935):
The nation’s longest standing public 
health legislation focused solely on 
improving the health of all mothers and 
children, including children with special 
health care needs (CSHCN)

Appropriates funds to states to:

• Ensure access to quality health services

• Promote the health of children by 
providing preventive and primary care 
services

• Provide and promote family-centered, 
community-based, coordinated care for 
children with special health care needs

What is Title V?



Title V Role in Systems of Care for CYSHCN (N=48)
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HOW?

Learning Module

Learning Module
http://bit.ly/2tgAz3A



Youth Engagement

• Building the Capacity of 
Title V to Better Engage 
Young People

• Building AMCHP Internal 
Capacity for Youth 
Engagement
• Youth Voice Amplified Board 

Committee

• Positive Youth Development



MCH Lead Toolkit – www.mchleadtoolkit.org

• Interactive action center

• Case studies from nine
state teams

• Tips sheets and resources

• Searchable resource index

http://www.mchleadtoolkit.org/


Three Strategies for Family Engagement & Partnership
1. Create opportunities for participation
2. Outreach and education
3. Long-term family engagement and partnership

STRATEGY

ACTION

SPECIFIC STEPS 
& RESOURCES



Web-based resource center intended to provide 
ongoing technical assistance and facilitate cross-
state learning to increase the capacity of states, 
particularly Title V programs, in developing and 
implementing systems of care for children and youth 
with autism spectrum disorders and other 
developmental disabilities (ASD/DD) through

Resource 
development

Technical
assistance

Peer 
learning



SPHARC: Technical Assistance Activities

• ASD/DD State Grantee Community of Learners

• Focus on Family Navigation and Provider Education

• Facilitating communication between state autism grantees and other states 
through Peer-to-Peer Exchanges 

• Webinars and conference workshops/sessions

• Coordination with AUCD/ITAC on CARES grantee meetings

• Facilitating State to State Mentorship & TA

• Publications and resource development

www.amchp.org/spharc

http://www.amchp.org/spharc


Telehealth in MCH Public Health 
Systems Project

• CARES Act grant to support telehealth use in 

maternal & child health public health systems

• AMCHP & partners providing technical assistance 

and direct awards to state & territorial agencies

• HRSA-defined focus areas within MCH

• Immediate pandemic-related needs & identifying 

what comes next, including policy



Focus Areas

Title V &

CYSHCN
Children & Youth 
with Special Health 
Care Needs

MIECHV
Maternal, Infant, & 
Early Childhood 
Home Visiting

Newborn 
Screening

• EHDI

Early Hearing Detection 
& Intervention

• NBS & CCHD

Newborn Bloodspot 
Screening; Critical 
Congenital Heart 
Disease Screening



Family Experience & Equity

• “Does the family’s experience receiving 
care improve because of this work?”

• There is no evidence base – collaborating 
with families is even more essential

• Families w/o access to care may = 
families w/o access to telehealth

• Focus on the racism built into systems & 
society

• Improving access from pre-pandemic



Other COVID-19 Related Projects

• MCH/CYSHCN Workforce Capacity for Emergency Preparedness and 
Response

• Alignment with Public Health and Education at the State and Local 
Level



Thank you!

• Kate Taft: ktaft@amchp.org | Maura Leahy: mleahy@amchp.org

• @AMCHP_GrowingUp

• SPHARC / CYSHCN: Paige Bussanich, pbussanich@amchp.org

• www.amchp.org/SPHARC

• Telehealth: telehealth@amchp.org | www.amchptelehealth.org

mailto:ktaft@amchp.org
mailto:mleahy@amchp.org
https://twitter.com/amchp_growingup
mailto:pbussanich@amchp.org
http://www.amchp.org/SPHARC
mailto:telehealth@amchp.org
http://www.amchptelehealth.org/

