NC Council on Developmental Disabilities (NCCDD)

Jean Wolff-Rossi Fund for Participant Involvement (Rossi Fund)

Funding Guidelines
Effective January 1, 2019
Funds are available for individuals with intellectual and other developmental disabilities (I/DD) and their families to reimburse specific expenses for seminars and conferences.  These events will be deemed to improve the individual's knowledge, networking, and skill levels for self-advocacy and to improve the lives of people with I/DD.  The NCCDD reviews funding requests.  Applicants receiving the funds will be asked to complete a Rossi Fund Participant Survey and are expected to share their knowledge with the local community and the Council.

Who is Eligible?

· People with an intellectual and other developmental disability (refer to definition of I/DD at the end of this document) or a parent, family member, or individual guardian of a person with I/DD.

· Parents of a child at risk of I/DD.

· Applicants must be residents of North Carolina.

· NCCDD Council Members are not eligible.

Reimbursement Funds Available For: 

· In order to support more people with I/DD and their families to participate, the Rossi Fund may only partially fund the cost of attending an event.  Rossi Funds are available to reimburse individuals for the following types of expenses within the in-state or out-of-state total limits: Seminar/conference registration.
· Hotel/lodging (up to $71.20 in-state; $84.10 out of state). 

· Transportation ($.58/mile under 100 miles, $.33/mile over 100 miles– NC State government rate is subject to change for mileage; other transportation includes airfare, train, bus, etc.).
· Childcare or respite (up to $8/hr., maximum $170/day).

· Personal assistance services (up to $8/hr., maximum $170/day).

While the Rossi funds are available to reimburse individuals after an event, if this presents a hardship that would otherwise prevent attendance to the event, the NCCDD has limited funds to support specific up-front costs such as conference registration.  
Application Process:
Applicants are encouraged to apply as early as possible however, to be considered, an application must be received by NCCDD no later than 15 days prior to the first day of an in-state event or 30 days prior to the first day of an out-of state event.  Applications are funded on first-come first-serve basis.  

The funding decisions on all applications will be mailed or e-mailed in writing to all applicants.

Awards Decision Making: 

An individual may only receive one Rossi Fund Award in a 12-month period.  There is a limit of $600 per year, per person, for in-state events and up to $800 per year, per person, for out-of-state events.  Regardless of how many people apply, the maximum amount of funds available for any single activity or event cannot exceed $2,400 in-state or $2,400 out-of-state.  Applications are funded on a first-come, first-serve basis.  If total funds requested from all applications received for a single event is greater than $2,400 (in-state event) or $2,400 (out-of- state event), the following criteria is used to fairly award the funds:

· Is this a first-time user of the fund?

· Is this the first-time attendee for this activity or event?

· Will the attendee enhance ethnic or cultural diversity?

· Is the applicant from rural or other underserved or unserved areas?

· Which applications were received first, second, third etc.? 

What is a Developmental Disability?

North Carolina General Statute 122C-3(12a) defines a developmental disability as "a severe, chronic disability of a person which: 

· is attributable to a mental or physical impairment or combination of mental and physical impairments; 

· is manifested before the person attains age 22, unless the disability is caused by traumatic head injury and is manifested after age 22; 

· is likely to continue indefinitely; 

· results in substantial functional limitations in three or more of the following area of major life activity: 

· self-care 

· receptive (understanding) and expressive language 

· learning mobility (ability to move) 

· self-direction (motivation) 

· the capacity for independent living 

· economic self-sufficiency 

· reflects the person's need for a combination or sequence of special, interdisciplinary, generic services, individual supports, or other forms of assistance which are of a lifelong or extended duration and are individually planned and coordinated; 

· an individual from birth to age nine, inclusive, who has a substantial developmental delay or specific congenital or acquired condition, may be considered to have a developmental disability without meeting at least three of the above "areas of major life activities," if the individual, without services and supports, has a high probability of meeting those criteria later in life." 

For Questions Contact:
Coordinator 

Jean Wolff-Rossi Fund for Participant Involvement

3125 Poplarwood Ct., Suite 200
Raleigh, NC 27604
Email:   RossiFund@nccdd.org 
Phone: (919) 850-2901 / (toll-free) 1-800-357-6916 


