
 

 
 

We are pleased to announce our 2016 Annual Conference: 
 

Partners in Progress:  
Empowering Children, Youth & Families 

for the Future 

July 7-8, 2016 
Hyatt Regency 
Washington DC 

 
This year's conference will feature important discussions on best practices or stories that show 
how we are preparing children from day one, to be integrated and included into their 
communities.  Participants will listen to experts and self-advocates on topics regarding 
education, employment and wages, transition, healthcare and more. 

 
We invite those with knowledge and expertise working in the field of developmental disabilities to 
submit ideas for presentations related to the theme: Partners in Progress: Empowering Children, 
Youth & Families for the Future. 

 
Plenary topics at the NACDD 2016 Annual Conference will focus on: 

 Improving educational systems to ensure the best life outcomes for students with I/DD 
 Changing systems & attitudes to ensure full inclusion in all aspects of community life; and 
 Improving health systems to ensure people with I/DD have the best access to healthcare and 

healthy living across the life course (this will include pediatrics, transition from pediatrics to 
adult health care, and aging adult care) 

 
NACDD encourages your concurrent session submission to fit within the framework of 1 or 2 of these 
topical areas.  Successful submissions should include sessions that highlight best or promising practices; 
lessons from implementation of federal laws into state policy; and successful strategies, tops and tools for 
self-advocates.  

  
We are interested in receiving proposals that feature leadership strategies and skill building, self- 
advocates taking action on issues of importance, and sessions that provide in-depth information and 
knowledge about specific topics. 

 
If you have a proposal/project/presentation that supports the conference theme, please complete the 
attached form and send it to Robin Troutman via email, rtroutman@nacdd.org by April 29, 2016. 

mailto:rtroutman@nacdd.org


Partners in Progress:  
Empowering Children, Youth & Families  

for the Future 

Proposal Submission Guidelines 
 

Please include the information below. Incomplete submissions will not be considered. 
 

Proposer Contact Information 
First Name/Last Name 
Mailing Address 
Phone/Fax/Email 

 
Title 
Affiliation 

 
Title of Proposed Session: 

 
Objectives (3 things attendees will learn): 
1. 
2. 
3. 

 
 

Description of proposed session (this will be used as the description in the final program) 
1. Include why this session is important and 
2. How it is relevant to the theme of the conference: 

Partners in Progress: Empowering Children, Youth & Families for the Future 
 

Please indicate if the proposed session features leadership strategies and information, in-depth 
information on a specific topic, or is geared toward self-advocates taking action. 

 
If the session is about a specific project or research, please provide a description of the projector research 
and its outcomes (no more than 200 words) 

 
 

Names and affiliations of presenter(s) 
1.    Panel submissions should include a unique description for each presenter -including a description of what 

that person contributes to the panel in terms of knowledge and expertise. 
 
 
 

Full bios for each presenter (for inclusion in final program) 
 

 

Additional Information: 
 

If your presentation is accepted, you will be notified by May 27, 2016 via email. At that point, you will need to 
confirm the proposal's accuracy and your intent to present. You will also be provided with a speaker packet which 
will serve as your conference registration and asks for your travel plans, special needs and accommodations, and 
any technology needs you may have. The speaker packet will also outline the process for having your presentation 
and handouts included on our conference website, which is the format we distribute session presentations and 
handouts. 

 
Please note that speakers will not be charged a registration fee to present at the conference for your session only.   However, if 
speakers wish to attend the full conference (sessions and meals), a registration fee will be charged for the days of attendance. All 
speakers are responsible for their own travel arrangements and lodging in Washington, DC 


